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Bonded laborers from western Nepal marching to demand their 

freedom.
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Wake up and rise, oh youth, carrying torches

Growing brave like Himal, turning into a wall of rock  

Today on our upper arms depends the fortune of the nation 

Today in our heartbeats is the love for the nation

If we are timid now the nation will sink

If we are conscious now the nation will be built 

Wake up and rise, oh youth, carrying sickles 

Becoming stars equipped with hammers 

(Gautam 2055 v.s.: 13; my translation)
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PHOTO: BACKWARD SOCIETY EDUCATION (BASE), 2000
Freed bonded laborers camping near an administrative building in Bardiya.  
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PHOTO: TATSURO FUJIKURA, 2000
Bonded laborers during Kathmandu victory 

rally after the declaration of emancipation by  

government.  

28 HIMALAYA  XXIII (1) 2003



29THE ROLE OF COLLECTIVE IMAGINATION IN THE MAOIST CONFLICT IN NEPAL/Fujikura



�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

��

��

��

��

30 HIMALAYA  XXIII(1) 2003


